ELIZABETHAN SEA-DOGS

country of such an empire and republic as
neither record nor tradition can show the like of
elsewhere.

And England felt the triumph. She thrilled
with pregnant joy. Poet and proseman both
gave voice to her delight. Hear this new note of
exultation born of England's victory on the
sea:

As God hath combined the sea and land into one
globe, so their mutual assistance is necessary to secular
happiness and glory. The sea covereth one-half of
this patrimony of man. Thus should man at once
lose the half of his inheritance if the art of navigation
did not enable him to manage this untamed beast;
and with the bridle of the winds and the saddle of his
shipping make him serviceable. Now for the services
of the sea, they are innumerable: it is the great pur-
veyor of the world's commodities; the conveyor of the
excess of rivers; uniter, by traffique, of all nations; it
presents the eye with divers colors and motions, and
is, as it were with rich brooches, adorned with many
islands. It is an open field for merchandise in peace;
a pitched field for the most dreadful fights in war;
yields diversity of fish and fowl for diet, material
for wealth; medicine for sickness; pearls and jewels for
adornment; the wonders of the Lord in the deep for
all instruction; multiplicity of nature for contemplation;
to the thirsty Earth fertile moisture; to distant friends
pleasant meeting; to weary persons delightful refresh-